Wilderness Wisdom - Overcoming Trials with Faith
Matthew 4:1-11

Main lIdea: Wilderness experiences, whether physical or spiritual, are not threats but
invitations for growth, preparation, and encountering God.

Introduction: "There’s a wilderness near you. That’s not a threat. That’s an invitation!"
. The Wilderness Experience of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
e Jesus was Led by the Spirit (v.1)

o Temptation 1: To prove His deity by using His power for personal reasons (vs.
2-4)
o Temptation 2: To prove His deity by the spectacular (vs. 5-7)
o Temptation 3: To prove His deity by compromise (vs. 8-10)
e The Purpose of Wilderness: Solitude and Preparation involving struggle that can lead

to victory.
Il. Embracing Your Wilderness
e A Challenge: Welcome your wilderness.
o 1John 2:15-17 NKJV
e Comparison: Civilization vs. Wilderness
e Two Types of Wilderness

o Hot Desertvs. Cold Desert
lll. Overcoming the Wilderness

e Using Three Spiritual Disciplines: Prayer, Fasting, Scripture.
e Jesus’Victory Proclamation: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” (4:17)
IV. Personal Application

e Practice Spiritual Disciplines.
e Share your Testimony of Victory.
Conclusion
o Don’tfearthe wilderness; find God and healing there.
e Remember: "There is a wilderness near you. That’s not a threat. That’s an invitation!"



